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Tube.Iraqi military says US-backed offensive ‘almost’
finished BAGHDAD — US-backed Iraqi forces have almost
completed the offensive to liberate the city of Mosul from
the Islamic State group’s fighters, the defense minister

said on Monday. “The US coalition said that the majority of
fighting has finished and the operation will be launched

soon,” Defense Minister Khaled al-Obeidi told reporters at
the heavily fortified Zankiya military base north of
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Baghdad. “But the reality is that the operation is not
finished yet.” The military offensive launched on Oct. 17
aims to retake Mosul, the largest city held by the Sunni
Muslim extremist group in Iraq. The United Nations says

the battle has displaced more than half a million civilians,
many of whom are living in harsh conditions in camps. “It’s
not an easy work in the face of thousands of Daesh fighters

who intend to fight and sabotage the work of the Iraqi
forces,” Obeidi said. A representative for the US-led

coalition did not respond immediately to a request for
comment. Obeidi was speaking shortly after Iraqi troops

were hit by a car bomb in Baghdad’s northeastern
neighborhood of Dora, which was targeted at a security
checkpoint, according to the Defense Ministry. Two Iraqi

security forces were killed and 18 people injured, including
civilians, in the car bomb attack, the ministry said in a

statement. The blast was followed by clashes in which one
person was killed and three were wounded, the statement

said. Dora is a stronghold of the Shiite Muslim militias
known as the Popular Mobilization Units, which were

formed after the defeat of
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