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The Neil Simon Theatre is a theater on Broadway
at 226 West 50th Street between Eighth and Ninth
Avenues in the Lincoln Center district of
Manhattan, New York City. Built in 1959, it is
home to the Signature Theatre Company. History
Designed by architect John Mead Howells and
completed in 1959, the theatre was renamed in
recognition of a $225,000 donation by playwright
Neil Simon to the Kennedy Center for the
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Performing Arts. Prior to its dedication on October
16, 1959, the building was called the Neil Simon
Theatre by the name of the company that was
producing Simon's play The Gingerbread Lady,
which was playing to sold-out audiences during its
opening month. Simon stated that his motive for
naming the theatre after himself was "to remind
myself where I came from." The theater was
operated by the Interstate Theatres Corp. and its
largest tenant was the Academy of Dramatic Arts,
a summer stock company, from 1960 through the
end of the season in 1965. The Neil Simon Theatre
presented the first Broadway revival of the musical
Finian's Rainbow starring Robert Preston on
November 25, 1961. Two years later, the theatre
presented the first Broadway revival of the musical
play Barefoot in the Park starring Robert Goulet.
In 1963, the theatre was acquired by Farris
Management, the same ownership group which
operated the nearby Schubert Theatre. The
company renamed the theater the Neil Simon
Theatre and brought in a new lease from the
Kennedy Center. During its first year, the company
performed the musicals Fanny and Julius Caesar
starring Jessica Walter and Eddie Bracken. In
addition, the company presented a series of revues



starring such companies as the Original Cast of
Finian's Rainbow, the Theatre Guild, the Hal
Prince Revue, and many more. In 1966, after the
dissolution of Farris Management, the theatre was
renamed the Theatre at Lincoln Center. The
company also became known as The Signature
Theatre Company and leased it from the Lincoln
Center itself. The theatre was later refurbished
into a cinema, featuring the only Cinerama film
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